


This Memory Book is dedicated to the Life and Legacy of Dr. Phil and Chick
Sawyer and their family. Words cannot express the love, gratitude, and
admiration that they have earned and deserved from so many of their
friends.

10 Years ago (2013), some of us talked about an idea to honor Dr. Phil.
After discussing with Dr. Phil and Ms. Chick at their favorite watering hole
in Columbia, SC (The Mouse Trap). The idea about a message from Dr.
Phil, was to be put in a sealed bottle and per his request it was to be
opened in 10 years (2023). The bottle was placed in the SOS Company
Store for all to see for 10 years.

Now is the time for us to unseal this time capsule and to learn what Dr.
Phil had to say. We celebrate his life and all his accomplishments which
are too many to list. Dr. Phil and Ms. Chick lived their lives with such
purpose, a tireless worker who was dedicated to the success of SOS and
ACSC. Their biggest pride was their family, which they talked about all the
time.

We honor these 2 special people, who were so loved and admired from
their family and friends. Today we honor you and you are truly missed.

The SOS Family


















A TRIBUTE 70 MYy 7RIEND
The Beginuing

Plil and 9 became {riends back iu 1980 thnough stay

dancing. (olumbia lad a vibrant shag calture going

0w in a clab called Wit's End. Rock Hll lad revived

thecn dhag caltune as well. Peggy and T wisited

Columbia offen due to having Peggy ¢ cousin Syluia

and ler husband Yoy, aka Freck Greene. We went out to all of the popular
8p0ts with them to enjoy the dancing, party atmosphiene of (olumbia, and met
daning this time was Phil and Chick. This nelationship between the jouar of wo
would endune the test of time. We had found new fnicnds thnough dhag that we
may have never had an ofportanily to meel any other way.

70 1981, Phil Sawyer had become the second president of the Columbia Stay
Clib. 7 was ints my fenot year as president of Rock Hll #ea Sthay dlub.
Plil and 9 encountened each othen many times as oan respective shay clubs bad,
o1 attended dances, or pantics, in the upotate aneas of South (Yarolina.

Plil and Mo, (Chick, lite Peggy and Mysel). were dhag dance enthusiast. We
loved to dance. We never missed an event that we could attend. The four of us
wene réends inmediately. Bonding o easy in the shay community. Faving Ms.
Cliick and Peggy with us just simplified the task. (hick and Peggy were
crowd pleasens. 4 tiug w biss oun the check, how are ya, just like being at a
family neancon, except these wene all nenfound friends. Friends fornever, from
cveryubiene and eveny walk of lfe. Bounded by the love of a dance, it music,
mixed with southenn charm, a dash of exuberance, served with a cold beer. Sthay
dancing at &t finest, within a commauncly of new fniends. Tt just doesn 't get any
better.



Stag Revival

T late 1955, 7 mentioned an idea of joining the existing shag clubs ander an
wmbrella grou to Ren Fudopeth and Phil Sawyer. This would provide a
beey the shay clubs motivated and focused on scheduling pantics and events dince
many meetings, phone calls and trips to othern Yledging clubs. Phil unote the
boylawe of the nealy formed 4CSC. We decided on the name of Association of
Carolina Stay ubs, Tuc. Now oun friendohits was a pantuenshis of shay
clabs. Our friendoliits grew into a brothely love, condummated tnu respect,
Phil loved evenything about this uew lfestyle we were experiencing. (Yomradery
opportunitics to shomease cur dance. Oue of the endt successes of the #CSC
was a cvuise upon the SS Galeo. We were 150 shaggers strong, bound for a
wew expencence on the oceans Wue. The shipy sadled from the pont of Mlontege Bay
Jamica. The shaggene wene an instant bit. The casino cren wene all British and
tad leard that a shagging club was aboard. 7o the British dhag was a roll in
the hay. They could nat wait to meet us and dec what we looked litoe and where
we would be dhagging as a group. The crew would do anything to acquine one of
our souvenind that said 7 love to dhag " on it. The casine crew adopted oun

of the passengens came to waleh us dance. We offercd fnee dance instruction and
laught many the basic dtep. We wene true ambassadons of dhag on that trip.
Tte other ports of call were the Panama (Canal, (artejane, South Amenica,
Grand Bathama Tland, and docking in Weami, FL. This was the fenst of many
great AOSC cruises through the yeans.



A Story of Success

70 1989, at the Wenter workstiots in Woonesuille, C. Phil broughi to the
ACSC an opportunity to parchase SOS. The cwnern who had stanted this
greal rnewnion of Stranders had to divest liimoel) from the ventare. Phile
nelationdhitp with Swink Laughtern presented this opportunity to us. Many others
want to buy Chis panty, but Swink buew that we would foster his panty better
than anyone eloe. The #CSC was sl in ite ijancy with very little money. 72
was a nidk but oue that mast be taken. Ater all negotiations werne complete. it
wae agneed that we would panchase SOS for the sum of $100,000.00,
payalle at $10,000.00 per year o pacd off, ¢ luck would lave it, SOS
Ttie New Society of Stranders, Juc.

Phil became president of SOS in 1989 and became the face of SOS as &
continued to grow and get betten estalblished with eact and everny event. He
served n ths role for eleven yearns, achicving Emenitus status in 2000, Fe
Pensonal ecomplishment

7t was told by Phil and M. (Chick that one year. and T can't nemember which
year, that they went oul dhagging eveny wight, That io tinee hundned sixty-five
wighte of dhagging before missing a wight, They frobally didn 't realise that
they had set a Guiness Book of World Record, They just loved to dance
anytime they had the chance.

M. (Chick s Vension

This must be truc because Me. (hick told this British chap sitting uext to ler
at the Mouse Trap one day az lunch, that she and Phil libed shagging to
much, lots of times, they wonld push the bitchen table out of the way aud dhag
o the bitehen Jloor. Thie Brit didn 't quite buow low to penceive this tale that
Mo, (Chick liad just told to lim. Shagging in Earnope defines a sexual act, not



wae telling the Brit hen otory.

Aecolades

PhD. Phil Sawyer became oun Dr. Phil, after the tu serces of a poychiatnist
geving advice to the forlonn on national te. Dr Phil wae a wise and stornied
fellow who gave his all 2o the shag dance world. e guided the (olumbia shag
el to prominence in oun earliest daye of organczation. He was a greal force in
edtablishing the 4CSC and chained that position for at least thnce years. e
was the emissary for the offer to panchase SOS from Geue Laughiten. Fe
senued the wew owuenshit of SOS ao president for Ul yeans. Tu the year 2000,
te became SOS DPresident, Emeritus antil bis death in 2014,

Dr Phil wae well-opolen, with a great voice. Hways aware of the ueeds of
what mudt be done to allow SOS to be successful. Fe conld tell you many
dtonces of things deue and andone. The many parties he attended. Admittingly,
his young man from Salley, SC mariied up in status to land Me (Chick in
Phil told the beot jokes. Fe alwaye closed the (S mectings with some a oune
liner thal would bring the house down. Phil langhed with, and at, the antice of
Mearl., He enjoyed tis time with the SOS board membens in the guiet houne at
the worksthof meetings. Ponch parties at the rhcade wene a mudt do on an
afternoon during SOS. Ouc of the beot affernoons on the frorch was when
Wanda told Dr Phil sthe was going to do a lap dauce for lim. His sanprised
expredsion was ene for the aged and was caftuned in photograph. The Uluc liand
bud was working cte magic. A was well in the dhag bingdom!



Duspination

Dr. Phil's gquitp of SOS being likee a thouse built of cands. ¢ can come

weeds.

Phil’s fniendoticts, his compassion for oar dance and 4CSCISOS
organczations, his wisdom and loue for others indpines me to this day. Fe was a
wonderful cndividual with an upside o modt sctuations. 7 lbnow low muck ke
cujoged. belng fant of the leaddeahips of this nganisation. ) o of the Hleasuncs
tie tad of dancing and being a big pant of the shay cultune that ke played a
larnge pant, He helped namenous shaggens stant their new Ule together, marying
them at SOS events. ¥ man of many talents with a pen and papern. He penned
a columa for the (olumbia Sthay (Uub newdletten named Tassels. A leepoake

Zon Whisenant






Dr. Phil and Miss Chick, 7 don't bnown whene to begin! They ane both

Mise Chick, ste was the epitome of a classy lady. Hways the most
Phil in whatever endeavor hie had gotten himself inte, and there were do
many.

Dr. Phil offcccated cun wedding coremony in 1992, at the long goue
Tilghman pool panty. Fe estimated ancand 700 in attendance at that
panticalar fool panty and declared it his largedt wedding o ever
iciate!

When tie and Miss Chick wene chosen as the SOS Grand Manstiall '
scltiouette of Revin and 7. They found s so they could have their

ever neceived!

Revin & Susan Farell



Dr. Phil mamnied Rewin & Susan Famnell ow May 2, 1992



Dr Phil by Billie Culp — Columbia Shag Club

9 was Ulessed ta be in a suppen club with oun Dr., Phil in Columbia,
Soutt Carnolina. Somehow, 7 always ended app sitting beside lim and
te would entertacn me all uight lony with steries of the dhag world. e
talled all about getting SOS started and how it wasn 't easy at fénot to
get the clubs to join in this cragy plan for a big reunion at the beack.
e talled about all the SOS weddinge he officiated and how lhand le
fought when another member of the committee sacd we shoald audition to
frove we could shag bejore getting ouwn SOS card. (an you imagine &
we all had to audition to get oun cand? He traveled all over lhelping
clabs get et app when commancties called to ask aboat forming a club.
Wuch of thie éo in lic book " Save the Laot Dance for Me". Augoue
who hadn 't nead it dhould as it's the bedt book T ve ever nead in the
shag world. We are all o fortunate that we had a wonderful man lite
Dr. Phil o get this whole thing starnted. What a dear, sweet man le

W 0/'/0/0/



Dr Phil Sawyen. He epitomized toun re' Gentleman and Scholar

7 doabt anyone ever saw him and thought : 9 bet that guy really can
dance; but he was a classic shag daucer, of old school vanicly. His
dance was smooth & loguent.

DONYONCE, ODSE Charter #76



Dr. Phil Sawyer was aot large in dtature, but e was a giant of a man
n many ways. We all buew lim as the Godjather of dhag, but he was o much
mone than that to do many people. He was soft spoken but when he did peak,
everyone listened. The jun side of Dr. Phil would let you bmow cn a heartbeal
that he was the “oniginal Drn. Phil. " FHe was well educated and that was
quite evident to any and all who listened. Fe assisted in loecping SOS going
when others fadled. 7 wae secretary of SOS {or several years and even in the
midot of flaning temperns, le was calm and decisive.

He tad a helpmate by his side wblom b loved and who loved lim and
supported lim. Phil and Delona pledged thecr voms wntdd “death do ws pant, "
aud that's how it was. Everyoue luew his Delona by “Miss Chick” who was
gucte a character in lher own wight. Euveny aftenncon Phil and (Chick would
enjoy a Budweiser on their scncened ponch at theen home. Tu case there ane new
memberns out there, Dr. Phil loved his Budweisern!

each of bis neponte at #OSC with a jobe. Wounderful memonces nemain in my
mind and 7 call ap those memorces often and they aluways bring a smdle.

Aune Femy



Dr. Phil Sawyen, The Tapestry of a Life Well - Lived

The woun “tapestry” o a piece of thick textile fabric with pictunes or desigus
formed by weaving coloned weft thneads and can be used in nefencuce to an intricate or

compley combination of things or dequence of events. 7t occarned to me that an analogy
could be made betuween a tapestry and the life of Dr. Phil Sawyer.

Whien Dr. Phil was bora, lis tapestry began to take dhape. 7t took on different,
more vivid colons when he met the love of his lfe. Delora, better bunown as “THise
equal, perfect anion. Phil. h. and Dell added depth to the tapestry. Dr. Phil's love
for tiis famdly, his icntelligence, quick wit, a career that ke loved, politice, lis passcon of
shag dancing and its lifestyle, and lie loyalty to bis fricnde enbianced the fatric of tie
life. 7 conld go on and on with the liot of posctive attributes but all of us who buew lim

You cannot think fondly of Dr. Phil and not nemember that some of the flamboyant

Oue of my many Uessings was having buown this beautiful, wise man and Wiss
Chiick. Alen and 7 were fortunate to have uisited with him judt before his last wisit to the
tospital. Fe was uery alent and as clever as ever. When lhe wae asked ¢ he missed his
Budweisen or ice cream, he said “no, but 7 curne woald like some barbecue! " Quot before
Phidl. " Tudeed, tie was.

Tte tapestry s wow missing some verny important tneads but the fact remains that
¢t co o2l beautiful because of the love of Dr. Phil's wife. the nespect of hie famdily, and
the admination of hio abundant number of fricnds. The tapestry will live forever in the
tearts of Dr. Phil's family and riends, cto value andiminishied, and ite beauty even mone
exguioite by a life well-lived and the man who created dt.

Aune Fearny



A Tribute to Phil Sawyen

Dr. Phil Sawgyer was a bright star in the Sthag universe as his business

of Stranderns, Tuc. into a profitabile and succesdful institution. % a nesalt,
thousands and theusands of fun leuing folhe enjoy the carefnee times of
shagging, ldtening to beack, boogic and Uues, and making wonderful memories
at SOS thnec times a year. The Burlington Stag (lub co forever grateful for
Dr. Sawyen's wison to penpetuate SOS thnough the hands and “fect” of the
Asociation of (Carolina Sthag lubs (HOS(C). #is famous guote buowa to all
who enjoy the Shag lfestyle, " cold beer on a warm wight with a tot date
and wo plans for temorow” b a reminder of cur youth. How awesome s it To
nemember and relive these daye with our fniends at SOS. Thank you Dr. Phil
Sawgyen!

Darlene Oaliley, Burlington Shag (lab President
Jack Oalley, Burlington Stag Uub Past President



¢ was my pleasane to meet and Spend time with Drn Phil Sawyer and

Dr Sawyer was somesne who had tremendous fornedight and becanse of
tio love for Sthag, we all enjoy the benefite of lis efforts to fresenve oun
Uifestyle. T am o grateful and lononed to be able to say 7 buew lim
shane, Dr Phil would then tell me tories of the eanly times which gave
me a wealth of luowledge of the tistory of #CSC and SOS. The
that tis love and pacsion for the Musce, the Dance, and the Lifestyle
The Crown Jewel, and it says i all. 7 am o grateful and honored to
be able to say 7 luwew lim, talled with him, and laughed with him.

Brenda R. Smith



Dr. Pl and Mise Chick meant so much to me over the years. 7 wsed
to tell them they wene lle my MWom and Dad but not my Wom and
Dad and they would laugh eveny time 7 told them that. They were
always friendly to everyoue and always the lfe of the party. Those tuwe
people wene loved by evengone including myself and Sowny. 7 miss them

Hlenda Brown



Helen Still Meyers
228 Saddlebrook Trail
Graniteville, SC 29829

Dear Dell and Pl .

A we nemember Dr. Phil today, as we did so often, 7 just wanted to share
dome of my thouglits about lim and M. (hick. To say they were a special
couple ¢ an undenstatement. Moot offen ¢ you saw one, you d sce both together.
They were a frecions couple.

Tu 2012, when the board voted to have Drn. Phils’ book pablisted. We wene
thnilled becande wo oune lad the memonies abouat #CSC and SOS as Dr Phil
did. That book tield the memories for all of ws to look back and necall it, juot ae
Dr. Phil pencdled it.

Ttey wene special to me duning my time on the SOS Board of Directorne and
Dr. Phil wae very sapportive of me, and that meant so much o me. 7 will

Your panents wene do nespected and misded by the many people ¢ lives they
touched. 7 lmow you both mise them so much. They certainly left a special and
touchhing legacy Jor ws all, 9 losed aud mise them both

Foudly,
Felonw Still Meyene



D lowew Phil for uearly thinty yearns. Fe was always bind and rnespectful and
loved to dhare a laugh on a good time. Everyone lunons that suspendens and a
Budweisen wene his trademanks. But beyond that ke was an idtelligent man
devoted to penpetuating shag clubs, the #CSC and SOS. During the many
yeans 9 served on the #OSC and SOS Boarnds, Phil always contributed
thoughtful insight on cooues. Phil was a "thinker" who loved to uncte. Fe dent
me seuenal lettens ouer the yeard, dome frendonal and some for publication. He
wewsletter 7 published for Tuisten's Sthag (Clab (affectionately bunonn ae “the
lrtle ned book ") as well as anticles Peggy or 7 lad unitten for it and the
Coarefree Times.

Chiick wae Phil's loyal companion, always there for lim but quick to distance
tenself from any dhag “business” on “politics”. For her, it was all about the
fan. Many memonalle otorces exist of events sthe was involued n ouer the years.
We dow't have tine or pace to get into that, lene. :-)

7 am iucluding a couple photos 7 took decades age at a panty in Virginia Beack
when he, Far Fanold, Speedy Lewis, Bob Woed, and others dressed as
women. Thene s aldo one whene Peggy and 7 went to Columbia and presented
Plil with a framed copy of a print 7 had ereated of all the many yeans” wonth
of covens of the Cancfree Times publications (published by Michael Payue).

The stiag world was fortunate to have lad Phil as a loyal contributor, and 7
am glad to have had lim as a
friend.

Witee Rink







7 wae finot iutroduced to Dr. Phil Sanyer many, many years age tinough his uwnitings.
He liad a anigue nealistic uiempoint with a pen. The writings of the CF Times and his
book “Save the Last Daunce for WMe " ane priceless.

Then the day came when 7 met Dr. Phil and Mise Chick. We were ar a Sammer
Workshot iw Columbia. 7 was chatting with Roun and Dr. Phil approached ue and it
began. 7 chatted with him several times tnough the weekend. 7 happencd to have
So....... yeans weut by and bept following Dr. Phil. He was veny active in the shag
world., He loved and had such a great iufluence 0w #CSC and SOS. 7 tad wanted to
become involued in ACSC in some form or fadhion and e was encounaging. Our
nelationdhipy continued to grow, and he nececved peppermint bark often. He was a sweet,
dweet man.

7 became the uice chainman of #CSC. and oar teleplione conversations were at an all time
tigh. Fe would tell me to light a fire ander the fresidents and get them going. 7 would
adk for advice on many, many, dubiects and he gave the beot. 7 grew to love lim dearly.
s thealth stanted to decline, and lhe would bounce back again and again. We visited and
called as offen as we could. 7 nemember our last hospital visct 7 took his peppermint
Phil was a comedian, a wonderful husband and father, a dancer, historian, Budweiser
life througt Dr. Phil Sawyer.

Robin Monley






Dr. Phil Sawyen—awbal a remarnkable man lie was. To the new
daggens in oar shag famdily, you missed kuowing a treasure.
Phil's cnvolvement in #CSEC and SOS went back to the
beginning in the ealy 8§0. He was one of the group of F on 5
that wene custramental in cneating the 4CSEC. Thein fonot meeting
was arnsand a bitcthen table cn Columbia. Tn 19859, SOS as we
buew it was beginning to liave some froblems. Phil liad the uision
for the #CSEC to panclhace SOS from Swink Langbiten. Many
thouglt lie was crazy. How could that lappen? But boy what a
deal! Look tow far we liave come. Phil worked o liard.

He was a Seuthern Geutleman who loved to sliag and lis S.C.
Gamecacks. Fe was trly a wisionary and always lbad MWise
Cliccls by tics scde. Phil loved to dance with the ladies and tell
jokes. He always lhad a joke at the ACSEC meetings. Sometimes
you naised gyour eyebrows at them. He awsed to call me and say
Judy we weed to talk. /luways avadlable for lim.

T my finot tenm as chacnman of the 4CSE, we endowed a
sctiolanstiip at USE cn the sctaol of dance cnw Phil's name.
He was s proud of this. Mese licm and Miss Click every day.
7 encoarage you to stop by The Company Storne and see lis
portnait.

UWe stiare the same bnthday
(Differnent years). Aluways
with love and respect.

Judy Vick






Dr. Phil's Last Dance

We wene at an SOS|ACSC wortstiot many yeare age (7 can't nememdber
whene) and Pawla Sue and 7 wene sitting at a table with Dr. Phil and Mise
Chiick. A we wene talling, Ustening To the muscc, and watehing people dance,
a song was played that Dr. Phil loved to dance to in his younger days. He
leaned over, aid the wanted to dance and asbed & 7 could thelpy biim out. 7 wae
a little surnprised because by then he had stanted to become a little wollly. But
9 said, “Sune what can 9 do?" le said, “fuot stand here and liold me ap”.
7 whispered to Pauta Suc what was going on. We steod upp and he Yook his
trand and led him out onte Phe Yleor. The people at the tables were watehing in
amagement as Dr. Phil began to dance. T was standing beside him in case te
otanted to fall. He and Paula Suc were simply doing the basce, when te
leaned into me and told me to lold on to liim because e wae going o do hie
fancy otepe. 9 teld on to bis night arm while le cut locse indeed with hie
“fancy stepo”. He was teaning upp the Yloor and had the biggedt smile on his
face. Tt wasn't any time before the ladies started lining upp to dance with Dr.
Phil.  They would cut in like they do in the Binthday Dance. They wanted to
dance with the man who had made SOS what it &till cs today. There were
many pictanes taken that wight and 7 wish so mach 9 had oue with which to
nemember this unplanned “lhappening”. 7 consider it quite an thonor to have
telped Dr. Phil in what ] belicve was bis last dance. s T think back on that
wight, 7 can't lielps but nemember the title of hio book, “Save The Laot Dance
For Me. ”

Respectijully submitted by.:
Duayne Baggett

Co - authored by

Dou David












7 was so Uessed the day that 7 met Dr. Phil. tuyone and everyone would fall
tee would call me and we would talk for houns. e would have an idea or
domething for me to help bim do for SOS. Then 7 bad the tonor of bim
talling To me about the history of #CSCISOS and 7 cherich every minate of
bim. He will always hold a special place in my beant and o will Wiss
Cliict,

Veckie Farison






Dr Plil was biggen than life to all who loved our dance. Fe was the nole model
that set the wheels in motion. 98 ] set my mind on nemembening him, 9 can see
tis bindness finst of all, Euvergone bnea who Dr Phil was and wanted just a
moment Co peak on shake kis hand. Fe always found that moment wo matter
who approached bim. T go back to the early 80 ¢ when SOS began-we were
all young then. So many memonies ane stoned in my mind do many faces that 7
may never have buown thetr name. Drn Phil stood out because ke was abweady
dometody special and ] was a wnobody. OB & 7 came te SOS to sell shay
clothing. We set ap at Fat Yack s front noom. 7 had a great opot to wateh all
the cneatons of SOS. Tt wae easy to see why this event was going to be
domething special. Dr Phil made a point to wallk cver and iutroduce himeely to
about him and bis suweet wife Mise Chick. 7 am ¢o hononed to be adked to unite
words Yo bonor a man ] admined and appreciated so muck. Those o had the
pleasare to buow him were Wessed. 7Y you did wot, see his great love for oun
Dr Phil for lighting wp a room by just walking th a door.

foan Kimtns







A Veny Special Frcend,

Yeare age, 7 met Dr. Pl at an 4CSC event and after bearing so muck
doing and thetn friende anound them and owr dance. What 9 didn ¢ nealise wae
what all that Phil had accomplished and low deep his commitment was to the
maséc te loved and bis friends. e worked very lard to make his lifelony
cneam come tuie. He was oo dedieated and had such a wivion and focus on
talbing with anyone, or judt telling a funny joke. He was a very cutelligent
man; ke could reack out and talh to anyone and judt be fun to be around.
Alwaye talling about Me. (Chick and theirn childnen. He was very frofessional
ln les endeavons. But lhe was just down To earth and a good ole’ oy, Hways
kad a good time when e was around and Ok! low ke loved to dance and all the
women loved to dance with kim. Hways looking for a uew challenge on
adventane from wniting lis book to making his dreams come tue. He was so
eady o talh to and Yo dhare his experiences. 7 nespected Dr. Phil so muck as
many athers did, Phil and Mo, Qhick will aluays be vemembered and they
wdll always have a special place in Marny and my lhearts. Thene o na lbighen
tonor that 7 could give them but to call them our

{réends.

Thank you for the memonies and the jowwney
and letting ws be judt a emall part of your
lives.

Forever,

Rownce and Marny Gregory






Wy Memoarnces of Dr Phicl Sawyer

7 met Dr. Phicl and MWiss Chiick probably cn 19859. T bnew that
7 wocld ewjoy this friendslict for many rneasons. 7 loved the
Souttern accent that both sharned and of cowne Dr. Phil's liumon
and otonies. Theis stanted cn 1990 and continued thnougt the
yearns, Or. Phil would come to Ducks on Saturday aftenncons,
the last day of SOS, and all the meetings were sver and modt of
cold “been” Budweisen and watch the dancens for a while. Tlhen
wlien ane of hes favonite songs stanted playing, Dr. Phil would
ack me to dance. 4nd 7 loved ct!!!! That aluways made my
SOS. There wene always more dances those afternsons.

7 0o enjoyed listewing to Dr. Phil & Mise Clicck tall about thecn
wtiy Dr. Phil wonld beepp all these Stag papers. My guess -
was all the shag club s newslettens that lie nececved every montt,
whict would lave been around 100.

At SOS or other sliag events thene i a deepp void for me scnce
Dn. Phil and Mise Chick liave passed, but 7 am sa tinilled &
Ulessed that 7 bnew Dr. Phil and Moo

Clicck.

Aud 7 thave the very special shint with

Dr. Plhil’s matta:

‘A Cold Beer an a Warm Neigtt
UWeth a Hot Date
& MNo Plans for Tomorow!!"

Anw Scgmon
Co-founder of Lake Fickory Stag (Club









TAGGELSG
S.0.S. AIN'T WHAT IT USED TO BE

By
Phil Sawyer

It happens every year. Along about the middle of S.O.S., an ole timer will
lament to me "S.0.S. ain't what it used to be." "Who are these people?
Where do they come from?", he will continue. "I walked all the way from
Duck's to the deck of the Galleon and I didn't see a single person I
remember from the beach in 1947."

Well, he's right. It ain't what it used to be, and for that matter nothing else is
what it used to be. As Thomas Wolfe said, "You can't go home again."
Simple arithmetic tells us that if the ole timers were in their early twenties
when they were lifeguards and called Bingo, they would be in their early
seventies today. Many of course are, and many, of course, continue to come
to and enjoy every day of S.O.S.

There is a new generation of shaggers and stranders now. People who
learned the dance and came to the beach years after Hurricane Hazel —
indeed many of them were not even born then — make up the core of the
eight to ten thousand souls for whom our blessed events are the highlights
of the year. And thank goodness for them. Without these stout folk, there
would be no S.O.S today.

Today's S.0O.S.ers come from the one hundred shag clubs scattered
throughout the Southeast. They learned to love and do the dance in the
local lounges of their communities which are kept alive by the untiring
efforts of the leadership of the local clubs. They make S.O.S. what it is
today.

Each year on December 31%. at midnight, we lift our glasses high and
salute the grant ole man who was the past year. We also welcome the
diapered newcomer who will grow with us through the new year. So it is
with S.O.S. Each year a couple of the legends are missed, but each year
hundreds of the people who will become the legends of tomorrow
experience the event of their lifetime for the first time.

Thank God for them both!



TASSELS

A potpownd of and about beach and shagginoe
by Phil Sawyenr

DRIVING MISS CHICK

Driving Miss Daisy is just about the best movie I've seen since
Maxie Adams and I ran the projectors at H. A. Sawyer's theater, we
called it the "picture show", in Salley in 1945. If you have not seen
it don't miss it. I enjoyed it so much probably, because you see Hoke
and I have something in common. For Hoke, it was Miss Daisy; for me,
it's driving Miss Chick.

Now Miss Daisy had the good breeding to sit in the back seat as.
befitted her station. Even though she was crotchety, she was about as
parsimonious with her words as she was with her money. Miss Chick on
the other hand sits right smack in the front seat where she can see
everything, monitor all the gauges, signals, traffic, and give
directions. Believe me, when it comes to generosity with advice and
counsel on how and where to drive, Miss Chick is rlght up there with the
Rockafellows, Mellons, and Carnegies.

We have been in our house so long it's paid for. Most of the
places we go are pretty much where they've been for these three
decades. You'd think that by now, I'd pretty well know how to get from
our house to say, Shealy's Sandwich Shop--right? Wrong! I have only to
turn either right or left at the first street we come to when it all
begins. "What are you going this way for? You know it's the longest
and has all those stop lights (lights are always red). They close at
2:30 and we only have five minutes." No matter where you have to go or
when you have to be there, Miss Chick allows about four minutes for the
trip.

After about a half dozen turns and re-starts, the route is no
longer interesting. We turn our attention to the gas gauge. Anytime
the needle moves one millimeter to the left of the gquarter full mark,
doom is upon us. We'll be stranded forty miles from nowhere, in the
rain, while every placed we intend to go closes and we don't even have
any Sunday beer. If any of you ever need a program for your club on
driving around on an empty gas tank, Miss Chick is your girl.

So we stop for gas, it takes about nine and a half gallons (holds
18), and swing back on our way. Now it's time to play the lanes game.
No matter which lane I am in, on Two: Notch, Beltline, or I-20, the other
lane is always going faster. Of course when I switch lanes, without a
signal, and cause a thirteen car pile up, you don‘t have to be a rocket
scientist to figure what happens. You're right. Then the question
becomes, "what are you doing in this lane, the other one's going now?"

So now my orange crush (you know better) is empty, and I have this
thing about being a litterbug, so I crush it (cheap can) and start to
stick it under the front seat. Here it comes. A lecture on cleanliness
that would earn a girl scout merit badge. An on it goes. At least for
us, car trips are not boring.

By the way, Hoke, Miss Chick wants you to be her driver. Come on
Miss Daisy, you can ride with me.






Dear Plcl Tr, and Dale,

TR and 7 met Plhil and Clicck in the early §0's. From the

beginning & was for ws a greal rnelationslits with nespect and

affection for a couple that gave so wmuck to owr "shag world'.

Wett Plil's ticlp and guidance, 7 wae able to panticipate

in both SOS and the 4SCS on a leadensticp level. T greatly

ewjoyed those yeans senuing with leime.

Plilit was always at the front——cwith ks vision - leading wo
for Plil. To say that ACSEC and SOS accomplisted a lot

ander this leadenslip i an undenstatement. 9 finmly believe (ac
many othens do) that without Phil and lie detervmination, wot
Zo mention love of the dance and mausic that both orvganisations
would wot bave sanvived. e was the night fernson at the night
time!

Wone and Dad were loved and respected. Lucky are you two
for laving parents with suctk a great legacy.

Wect: love, Mary Robinette






Back in 2006 at the Buntington Shag Club Summen Warkshop, 7 gave Dr. Phil this Dall
that 7 made for bim. 9 bneaw of Dr. Phil and Mo Chick a little and liad lieard liow he was
suct; a Stag Teon, that Rounnce liad suggested that ] make a doll that kind of looked lite licon.
After Dn. Phil got back home, le was so appreciative that ke wnate me this letten and sent these
2 pictures to me. 7 was so lonored, that 7 bad to share with you. Siuce then 7 neally got to
bnac them both and found out they wene maone than Sthag Teons, they wene true friends and were
uery special pesple.

Marny Gregory



Fun Times!



Sweet Memances of Dr. Phcl and Mo. Clicck
“Our Forever Stadow Dancerns cn Sthag Feaven”

7 tiad always buwown of Dr. Phil & MWlo. Click Sawyern since 7
tiave been gocng to SOS since 19857. To me they were bigger than
life and just tuwo wonderful cndividuals that to bwow them was o
love them. But 7 traly got to buow them intimately when 7 got
elected to the SOS Boarnd cw 2010. The fonot thing M. Clicck
said to me was, “Well Dorncs, 7 neally did not bunow wha you were
when you oot got on the Boarnd. Ok, 7 lave seen you around SOS,
bat ] said to Phil, exactly juot wha the tell co Dornis Reaton?”
Now some might thave gotten offended by that but to me it juot
tickled me. ] acked len what Dr. Phil said and ste sacid le told
tien ] was a wice pewson and she just better get to buow me! From
that moment on she did, and a wondenful friendstict was formed.
That priendoticts grea even closer when Dr. Phil passed away. We
twice a montt and take M. Chick out ta lunch to a nestawrant of
ter ctacce.

Stie wodld alwaye grneet ws with, “Lord, 7 can't believe you lave
Tt makes me tned just thinking about it!”. ud then it was our
talls on the plione, thase are precious memoanies 7 will liold close to
wmy teant. MWlo. Click was such a gentle soul, but sbhe also lad
juot a touct of a wicked semse of liumorn and could tell you stonces

Dn. Plhil was a true southenn gentleman and a trwe scholar. His



consuming. He was generous to a fanlt with aduice and there was
wno one equal to lics cnnale clharnm at stonytelling. 7 lad the fricuilege
of dauncing with licm and even when ke felt e was padt lis friime,
of my fondest memornies! e could aluways tell some of the funncest
Fokes but wever wse an cmproper or cndecent word, ¢t wodld lowever
long after the joke was told. He will forever be an ccon in lics awn
night of passage who was akead of ks time cn long-tenm thinking
that lbas proven what it takes o beepp this otate dawnce of South
Canolina, The Stag, still going and will always be associated with
tecs name! God bless b and all te did forn SOS/!

D loued and will always love and remenmber Dr. Dhil and We.
Theorn love of Budweiser, cce cream, Cobe Cola and sbag showed
bring a lot of pleasare to theon world! Hud it was very euident that
from this world to the stacrways to Heaven.

Doarés Reaton



Wy favorcte memorny of Dr. Sawyer was 19859 when tics
foresiglit, passion and uigor led lim to secse the opportunity for
control of SOS. At the time SOS seemed litke a broben sporct
dinksing cn dowbt. Tt tiad fallen out of favor with club ownens and
nampant namorn wmills spreading dissent. Fe seczed the opportunctly
precented to liim by SOS s ownen, Gene “Swink’” Lawughter, for
the rlssaciation to punchase SOS. There wene many wha thought
that SOS was wastied wp and lad no future valuwe. Dr. Phil felt
otthenwise and had the joresight to see the potential, o le boldly
pastied and lobbied the rPssaciation to approve the parnchase. Tn
Febraary 1989 at cte Wentern Wonkotiopy, the rfesaciation’s board
of aduisens voled to approve the purchase of SOS. Hes forescqbit,
pavscon and uigor has since prouided the rtssaciation of Canolina
Stiag Clubs with a gosse that las lacd, and o otill laying, golden










The Crown Jewels

By Phil Sawyer

The Association of Carolina Shag Clubs wears a crown. Long established as the royal house of
the shag world, the Association holds court as befits a King and Queen. The symbol of royalty
is the Crown. The activities of the Association are the jewels in the crown.

SOS, the diamond: Firmly set as the keystone of the crown, is SOS the most coveted of all
jewels. Its facets are the participating clubs, the parade, the beach run, and most of all, just
being there. It will stand.

Local Clubs, the pearl: Not a stone but created from living things — members. Local clubs are
what hold this world together and make it work. The string of pearls which stretches from
Florida to Virginia and points west is the culture of our spirit. The newsletter keeps us informed.

The Grand Nation, a cluster of fine stones: This one is so precious no one stone can represent
it. Unique in every respect, it has helped carry shag to the nation and the shag and swing to
our world. A world class event of Olympic proportions. Charlie Womble and Jackie McGee
mounted this piece.

Services, the ruby: Richly colored as the beauty of the rose, the services of the Association, the
toll-free number (888-S0S-3113) provides SOS information quickly and without cost, put your
membership on Visa or Master Charge, start a new club assistance, contributions to the Hospice
Foundation, workshops for fun, throughout the year...the heart of ACSC.

Carefree Times, the jade: Four times a year this gem informs, entertains, appreciates and
recognizes._As the jade, it is strong in, articles, a photographic journal of our festivities, and a
schedule of what’s happening and where.

Mid-Winter, the sapphire: As rich and blue as the January sky, this jewel, once the best kept
secrets, is now known to one and all. This is regarded by many as the most precious stone in
the crown. A truly regal event.

Junior SOS, the opal: The rainbow of gems is the young shaggers who will be here long after
we are gone. It is up to us to make sure they keep it, because the future is up to them. God
loves them and so do we.

Before we complete our crown, we’ll save a space or two for added jewels. Our kingdom is
growing rapidly, and we are an ever-developing lot. So, we are sure to hold court for some
future jewels to be added to our crown.



Dn. Phil and Mo, Clicck’s
55%., Wedding Hnnivensary












When 7 think of Dn. Plil Sawyen and what lie meant to «s,
thene arne sevenal things that come to mind. He was a true
w convensalion with everyone, amaying lhistory bufy, loved lics
tiome otate of Soeuth Carnolina, tcs alma maten USEC and the
Soutt Caralina state dance—the SHAG.

Dn. Plhil was g0 bnowledgealble of so many things and it was a

delight juot o liear liim talk. Se engaging and there was nothing
you could cnguine about, that te didn't bave a response to, whether
¢ be seniows on lumonows. ‘What a great wit le liad and lis jokes
nemember ane of the finot stonces be told ws was about the "Blue

Fand Bud'. Too lengthy te wnite it all but o you bnew liim well,
you bnooe the stony. Mo oune cauld tell a stony libe Dr. Phil and

A true family man and MWiss Chlick was always at liis side. Stie
was sometting else and a deligltful lady to busw, as well. So
teants. So Ulessed to lave bnowan them.

Save That Last Dance For We,

Rasemary and Billy Panten






This poem was written by Phil Sawyer and was in the 1993 SOS Fall Migration Carefree Times.

anyone conld ever be paid! Phil was great with words and
expressing what te felt! Plhil loved oun dance, the people, the
tcstory lie was suct a lange pant of and Carl and 7 were
prcucleged to call tiim and Mo, Click our longtime frniends.
Ellen Taylor

Ellen
by Phil Sawyer

The acknowledged first lady of shag,
Over whom everyone can brag.
Earns her unique reputation
Loves each dance sensation.
Let her come to the floor even an hour or more
Nor any enjoys such elation.
Many have made the long haul,
Yet failed to arrive there at all.
For it's not the nice steps that will make you
Rise to the heights the dance takes you.
It's the friends with whom you share love,
Even more than the stars up above.
No one you meet will forget you.
Dance on! Your whole life’s before you.






Oue of the funniest comments 7 liave licard from Phil was le felt

the songs were toa long. He sacd, "7 buow owly so many stepo,
and 9 can be cate just so long'!

Whieneuer, several of ws women were standing by liim, le would
turne to wo and say, ""What a bevy of beauties". Of cowne, we
smiled and smiled and giggled!

When you tall about Phil, you can't forget about Mless

Clicck! Larry and 7 were niding with Phil and Chick to an
Association meeting cn MWlooresuclle one year when it stanted
Now, we bunew ct was going te be cold, but wene not expecting
snow! Ao we pulled up to the sbating nink for the meeting, 7
lhappened to laok down at Click's feet and asked, "Why are you
weaning sandals? Ste losked at me and said, "Why wot?' What
cauld 7 say???

Larry and 7 were so fortunate to be cownted as friends of Phil

and Click. They were suct a wondernful, fun couple, that people
ways wanted to be with them!! 7 wmiss them to this day!

Warnce Taylor



Phil Sawyer

TASSELS

A potpourri of and about beach and shagging

PHIL SAWYER

The dance floor jutted out on the front left side of the pavilion. The large wooden windows opened
to the ocean. wind, and a world of beach people as they sunned, swam, and drove up and down the beach.
The juke box, a vintage Wurlitzer with twenty-four seventy-eight rpm records sat in a box sort of like the
ones refrigerators come in. Five cents a record, six for a quarter. Robert's Pavilion in 1945 was the Taj
Mahal to a 14 year old from Salley, a rural town in the sandhills of South Carolina about two light years from
Ocean Drive.

We were down for a house party which was itself a miracle. Aiken, Orangeburg, and Barnwell,
country people didn't go to Ocean Drive. They didn't even know where it was. Folly or Edisto maybe, but
not Ocean Drive. We had just learned to jitterbug, another miracle because Salley boys in 1945 hung around
the filling station and learned to fix carbureators or put hot patches on red rubber innertubes. They sure as
hell didn't learn how to dance. There are about a dozen stories in these short paragraphs but the bottom line
is I saw shagging for the first time, somehow learned to do it in the next year, got it in my blood, and my life
has been greatly enriched ever since.

| graduated from Carlisle in 1947 and entered USC in the fall. I remember seeing Bubba Snow and
Jackie Sawyer (no kin) shagging in the Carolina canteen about the first week I was there. I was smitten. I
went to dances just about every week-end for the five years it took me to graduate. (Shagging just may have
had something to do with taking 5 years.) This was the era of the ftraternity dances on Friday night with
Woody Woodward's orchestra and the big bands at the township Auditorium. For $2 you cold dance all
night to Harry James, Tommy or Jimmy Dorsey, Stan Kenton, or the Glen Miller Band. When black bands

played for dances, white spectators were allowed in the balcony for $1. I had surely died and gone to
heaven.

Chick and I dated and were married in the late 50s. We met several years earlier at a dance at
Newberry College. We went dancing on most every date at The Web, AMVETS, VFW, and other spots in
and around Columbia. We slowed down a little in the 60s and 70s to raise two children but continued to
dance at the Fort Jackson Officer's Club to 2nd Nature and other bands.

We became a part of the beach and shag renaissance in Columbia in 1979 at Wit's End and were out
almost every night dancing. In the heyday of the old Fanny's Beach Club in 1985, we went shagging 57
consecutive nights to celebrate turning 55. We joined the Columbia Shag Club which I served as president
for three years. | originated the Columbia Shag Club Newsletter the first club publication and have written
articles for It Will Stand and Carolina Class.

[ was co-founder of the Association of Carolina Shag Clubs and have served as Chairman of the
Board of Advisors for three of it's six years. The Association grew from 16 to 33 clubs with over 6000
members. Chick and I assisted with the organization of Our Time and are a Host Couple. We have attended
most major Association and OD shag events since 1980.










Ruave the year that Capital rinea Stag Clab tissted the 4ACSEC
winter wonkstiots cn r4tlantic Beact during their annual Winten
Stag Blast.

Plil was and buew maost of the old timens of whom were the
neason for our fonet SOS neuncion stanted with Gene Langhiter's
message cn a bottle. Phil's stonces of those past times were aluways
wonderful to lear, stories of cndividuals, events, and the lifestyle.
7 wace on the SOS board with Phil for 6 yeans, le was a greal
ambassador for ws and many times oun vocice of neason. We all
Sliocld be prioud of lics contnibution to oun lifestyle.

Manttia WeNally






Phil and Phil Jr.



Phil and Chick



L]



Chick and Dale
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